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of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Gloucester. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1958  on  the  environmental 
hygiene  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Rural  District. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  M.  L.  Sutcliffe  who  was  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  greater  part  of  the  period  with  which  this  report 
deals  and  to  the  staff  for  help  in  its  preparation. 

The  health  statistics  are  generally  favourable  to  the  Rural 
District  except  for  the  infantile  mortality  rate  which  this  year  is 
slightly  above,  whereas  it  is  usually  below,  the  national  rate. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  report  that  3,733  houses  have  been  built 
in  the  post  war  period  by  the  Council  and  private  development. 
In  spite  of  this  effort  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's 
housing  list  has  risen  from  557  to  778. 

I am  very  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  and 
my  colleagues  for  help  and  support. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  KNIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Committee  (31.12.58) 

Chairman  : T.  J.  Whitfield,  c.c. 
Vice-Chairman  : C.  J.  Steele 


Lt.-Col.  E.  R.  P.  Berryman, 

D.S.O.,  T.D. 

F.  A.  Chamberlayne 
J.  M.  Daniels 
C.  J.  De  Lisle  Wells 
L.  E.  W.  O.  Fullbrook- 

Leggatt 

J.  J.  Jones 

Miss  O.  Lloyd-Baker, 

C.B.E.,  J.P. 

R.  T.  Merrett 
E.  J.  Pennels 


E.  C.  Wheeler 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Castle 

Mrs.  Colchester-Wemyss, 

M.B.E. 

W.  J.  Davis 
R.  J.  Evans 
W.  G.  H.  James 
A.  E.  Keys 

C.  G.  Mayo 

A.  N.  Odling,  o.b.e. 

D.  Wathan 

P.  PI.  Woodman 


Public  Health  Department  Staff 

M.  L.  Sutcliffe,  t.d.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.p.m.  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury 
Borough,  Gloucester  Rural,  and  Newent  Rural  Joint  Medical 
O.H.  Committee  and  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  (Resigned  after  21  years  local  government  service  on 
health  grounds,  31st  October,  1958.) 

Stephen  Knight,  m.b.,  b.s.(lond.),  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

(appointed  November,  1958).  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Tewkesbury  Borough,  Charlton  Kings  Urban  District,  Glou- 
cester and  Cheltenham  Rural  Districts  and  County  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  North  Gloucestershire  Division- 
al Area. 

S.  W.  D.  Harris,  c.s.i.b.,  m.r.s.h..  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Petroleum  Officer. 

G.  G.  Viggers,  m.r.s.h.,  M.A.p.H.i.,  District  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Rodent  Control  Officer. 

P.  M.  Jones,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  District  Public  Health  Inspector. 

L.  S.  Scourfield,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  District  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

F.  Greenwood,  Rodent  Operator. 

N.  J.  Trigg,  Clerk. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District 


Area  (in  acres)  : 70,808. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  Home  Population  mid 
1958)  : 42,820.  (This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  District). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1958),  according  to 
rate  books  : 11,667. 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1958)  : £489,575.  10.  0. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (March,  1958)  : £1,935.  4.  1. 

General  Rate  1958-9  : 17/1.  (County  Precept  15/6). 

Industry  in  the  District 

The  main  industries  in  the  District  are  agriculture,  aircraft  and 
light  engineering.  A gradual  change  from  aircraft  production  to 
light  engineering  took  place  during  the  year  and  this  tendency  will 
doubtless  continue. 


Adoptive  Public  Health  Legislation  in  force  in  the  District 

1.  Building  byelaws  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  adopted  31st 
July,  1953). 

2.  New  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937). 

3.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st 
September,  1938). 

4.  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of 
Food  in  Open  Air  (adopted  28th  August,  1950). 

5.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  141, 
Water  supplies  to  occupied  houses  (adopted  1st  January,  1957). 

Vital  Statistics 

These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  District,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared,  where 
possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

A detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  the  report: — 
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Taijte  1. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Live  Births 

Male 

393 

Female 

382 

Male 

18 

Female 

21 

814 

Still  Births 

8 

8 

1 

1 

18 

Infant  Deaths  : 

(a)  0-4  weeks 

5 

6 

11 

(b)  4 wks.  to  1 yr. 

5 

3 

2 

— 

10 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

• 

832 

Gloucester 

England 

Rural 

and 

District 

Wales 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  population 

19-0 

16-4 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  births 

21-6 

21-6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

25-8 

22-5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

24-5 

— 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

51-3 

— 

Neo-Natal  : 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births 

4-8 

— 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

Maternal  mortalitv  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births  . . 

Nil 

Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  1958  is 
42,820  as  compared  with  43,000  for  the  previous  year.  The  natural 
increase  in  population,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  303. 

Birth  Rate 

Births  numbered  814  in  the  year  under  review,  an  increase  of 
115  over  1957. 

The  birth  rate,  19-0  is  higher  than  that  for  last  year  (16-5) 
and  also  higher  than  the  national  rate  (16-4)  for  1958. 

Death  Rate 

There  were  511  deaths,  54  more  than  in  1957,  the  death  rate, 
1 1 -9,  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year  but  is  much  the  same  as  that 
for  England  and  Wales,  1 1 -7. 
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Infantile  Mortality 

Twenty-one  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year  as  against 
only  twelve  such  deaths  in  the  previous  year.  Thus  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  has  risen  from  17-1  last  year  to  25*8  in  1958,  even 
so  this  is  only  slightly  above  the  national  rate  (22*5). 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVIGES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  the  analyses 
of  milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the  laboratory 
of  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital,  under  the  Medical  Research 
Council  Scheme.  (There  is  no  charge  for  this  work.) 

Water  and  sewage  analyses,  taken  by  this  Department,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Analysts,  Messrs.  Ellis  & Turner, 
Public  Analysts,  Gloucester. 


Hospitals 

The  Council  have  no  responsibility  for  arranging  hospital 
treatment,  except  with  regard  to  old  people  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  and  dealt  with  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Over,  which  is  administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest 
Management  Committee. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

These  Centres  are  under  the  general  administration  of  the 
County  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  which  consists  of  members  of 
this  Council  and  the  Councils  of  Tewkesbury  and  Newent. 

Child  Welfare  centres  are  held  at  Brockworth,  Churchdown, 
Eastington,  Frampton,  Hucclecote  and  Barnwood,  Longlevens, 
Norton,  Quedgeley  and  Upton  St.  Leonards. 

The  attendances  at  these  centres  remain  very  good  and  the 
greatest  thanks  are  due  to  the  hard  work  put  in  by  the  voluntary 
committees  in  making  them  a success. 
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Home  Help  Service 


The  following  types  of  cases  are  assisted  and  the  figures  on  31st 
December,  1958  were  : — 

Maternity  cases  . . . . . . 4 

General  sickness  . . . . . . 6 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 8 

Chronic  sickness  or  old  age  . . . . 51 


69 

There  were  6 full  time  and  54  part  time  home  helps  in  the 
District. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  AND  1951 

These  Acts  authorise  the  Council  and  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  arrange  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  aged  and  sick 
persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  provide  for 
themselves  and  not  receiving  from  other  people  proper  care  and 
attention  to  a hospital  or  residential  institution. 

During  the  year  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  was  not  found 
necessary  for  any  person  in  the  District.  The  timely  assistance 
given  by  the  Home  Help  Service  enables  many  an  old  person  to 
carry  on. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

Main  supplies  in  the  District  are  provided  by  three  statutory 
water  undertakings,  e.g.  Gloucester  Corporation,  Cheltenham  Cor- 
poration and  Stroud  District  Water  Board,  and  they  supervise  the 
purity  and  adequacy  of  their  supplies. 

In  addition  there  are  three  smaller  undertakings,  Gloucester- 
shire County  Council,  Frocester  Estate  and  Haresfield  Estate,  which 
provide  certain  of  their  own  properties  with  piped  water  from  storage 
reservoirs  served  by  hillside  springs. 

A reduction  in  the  yield  from  springs  supplying  the  Haresfield 
area  was  reported.  It  will  be  necessary  to  consider  further  exten- 
sions of  the  main  supply  in  the  near  future.  The  provision  of  mains 
water  to  the  hamlet  of  Stockend,  Harescombe  has  resolved  a long- 
standing problem. 
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Extensions  of  Mains  during  1958 


Gloucester  Corporation  : — 


New  mains  laid: 

yards 

Brookthorpe  . . . . . . . . 479 

Barnwood  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  110 

Brockworth  . . . . . . . . 313 

Churchdown  . . . . . . . . 1,158 

Frampton-on-Severn  . . . . . . 103 

Hardwicke  . . . . . . . . . . 2,155 

Hasfield 282 

Hucclecote  . . . . . . . . . . 694 

Longlevens  . . . . . . . . 296 

Longney  . . . . . . . . . . 1,774 

Standish  . . . . . . . . . . 146 


7,510 


Total  miles  . . . . 4J 

New  mains  authorised  but  not  yet  laid: 

Westbury-on- Severn  . . . . . . 323 

Churchdown  . . . . . . . . 1,942 


2,265 


Total  miles  . . . . 1 J approx. 


Cheltenham  Corporation — 

New  mains  laid. 

Nil. 

New  mains  authorised  but  not  yet  laid. 
Nil. 


Stroud  Water  Board — 

New  mains  laid. 

Harescombe  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,100 

New  mains  authorised  but  not  yet  laid. 

Nil. 
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Well  Supplies 


Samples  of  well  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  ; 31  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  appropriate  action  was  taken. 


Water  Shortages 

Shortage  was  reported  from  the  Wainlocle  area  of  Norton  during 
the  year.  This  area  is  dependent  on  well  supplies,  but  the  provision 
of  a main  supply  is  likely  to  be  very  costly. 


8 


Main  Water  Supplies  an  the  District  showing  the  Number  of  Houses 
Table  2.  and  Population  served 


Parish 

Main  Water 
Supply 

Main 

Supply 

in 

House 

Pop. 

Stand 

Pipes 

Main 

No.  of 
Houses 

Pop. 

Arlingham 

Glos.  Corporation 

79 

292 

1 

6 

23 

Ashleworth 

y y 

77 

284 

— 

— 

— 

Barnwood 

342 

1265 

— 

— 

— 

Brockworth 

y y 

1498 

5542 

— 

— • 

— 

Brookthorpe 

y > 

89 

329 

1 

7 

25 

Chaceley 

Chelt.  Corporation 

12 

44 

— 

— • 

— 

Churchdown 

Glos.  Corporation 

1765 

6530 

— 

— 

— 

Down  Hatherley 

) y 

6 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Chelt.  Corporation 

96 

355 

— 

— 

— 

Eastington 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

391 

1446 

— 

— 

— 

Elmore 

Glos.  Corporation 

63 

233 

- — - 

— 

— 

Frampton 

y y 

224 

828 

3 

16 

60 

Forthampton 

Fretherne-with- 

Chelt.  Corporation 

50 

185 

— 



— 

Saul 

Glos. Corporation 

178 

658 

— 

— 

— 

Frocester 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

8 

29 

— 

— 



Private  Estate 

46 

170 

— 

— 

— 

Hardwicke 

Glos.  Corporation 

220 

814 

1 

13 

48 

Harescombe 

* 

y y 

20 

74 

— 

— 



Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

11 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Haresfield 

Glos.  Corporation 

30 

111 

- — - 

— 

— 

Hasfield 

Chelt.  Corporation 

22 

81 

— 

— 

— 

Glos.  Corporation 

11 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Hempsted 

y y 

163 

603 

— 

— 

— 

Highnam 

y y 

144 

533 

- — - 

— 

— 

Hucclecote 

y y 

1507 

5575 

— 

- — - 

— 

Longford 

y y 

283 

1047 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

Longlevens 

y y 

1986 

7348 

— 

— 

— 

Longney 

y y 

82 

303 

1 

5 

19 

Maisemore 

y y 

114 

421 

— 

— 

— 

Minsterworth 

y y 

118 

436 

— 

— 

— 

Moreton  Valence 

y y 

70 

259 

1 

3 

11 

Glos.  County  Council 

1 

4 

— 



— 

Newnham 

Glos.  Corporation 

314 

1161 

1 

8 

29 

Norton 

Chelt.  Corporation 

77 

285 

— 

— 

— 

Queclgeley 

Glos.  Corporation 

320 

1184 

2 

24 

89 

Sandhurst 

y y 

97 

358 

— 

— 

— 

Stan  dish 

y y 

4 

15 

— 



— 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

6 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Glos.  County  Council 

66 

244 

1 

— 

— 

Tirley 

Chelt.  Corporation 

62 

229 

— 

- — - 

— 

Glos.  Corporation 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Twigworth 

Upton  St. 

y y 

49 

181 

— 

— 

— 

Leonards 

y y 

225 

832 

2 

16 

60 

Westbury-on- 

Stroud  Dist.  W.B. 

8 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Severn 

Glos.  Corporation 

206 

762 

1 

2 

8 

Whitminster 

y y 

108 

400 

2 

9 

34 

Glos.  County  Council 

9 

33 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

h258 

41441 

17 

109 

406 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


A Summary  of  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  is  tabulated  below  : — 


Table  3. 


No.  of 

Notices 

Defects  remedied 

Inspections 

Served 

after  notice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  houses 

831 

43 

— 

35 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

57 

3 

- 

3 

— 

Factories  etc. 

233 

15 

— 

13 

— 

Bakehouses 

6 

■ 

— 

• 

— 

Food  premises 

451 

11 

— - 

11 

• — - 

Slaughterhouses 

1106 

7 

— - 

7 

— - 

Water  supplies 

352 

17 

— - 

16 

- — 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

407 

51 

— 

47 

— ■ 

Atmospheric  pollution 

118 

7 

' ' 

6 

- — - 

Infectious  disease 

23 

Disinfection  carriec 

out  when  necessary 

Pests 

94 

5 

— 

4 

— 

Miscellaneous 

271 

8 

— 

6 

— - 

Total 

3949 

167 

— - 

148 

— 

Smoke  Abatement— Glean  Air  Act,  1956 

Several  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  from  factories  in  the 
District  were  received  during  the  year.  These  were  dealt  with 
informally,  with  satisfactory  results.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors 
were  consulted  regarding  alterations  to  boiler  plant  in  three  factories. 
Advice  was  given  to  a number  of  householders  on  the  provisions  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  with  reference  to  the  installation  of  domestic 
heating  apparatus. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Bathing  Facilities 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  District.  The 
swimming  baths  at  Churchdown  Secondary  Modern  School  are 
supervised  by  the  County  Council. 

Disinfestation 

Several  requests  for  the  treatment  of  dwelling  houses  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year.  Complairfe  were  made  of  the  infestation 
of  several  houses  with  bugs  and  fleas.  Disinfestation  was  carried 
out  by  the  Department  using  D.D.T.  in  liquid  or  powder  form, 
depending  on  the  circumstances. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


As  may  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  number  of  inspections 
made  under  the  Act.  increased  very  considerably,  but  the  number 
of  treatments  found  necessary  remained  substantially  the  same  as 
during  1957. 

This  is  very  satisfactory,  and  indicates  that  rodent  infestation 
is  being  successfully  controlled  in  the  District. 

The  Rodent  operator,  Mr.  F.  Greenwood,  has  continued  to  give 
excellent  service  during  the  year. 


Table  4. 

Inspections 

Treatment 

Private  dwellings 

. . 1806 

155 

Council  houses  and  hutments 

90 

22 

Farms 

127 

* 

Business  premises  . . 

244 

32 

Sewers 

383 

12 

Refuse  tips  . . 

24 

6 

Schools 

14 

4 

Hospitals 

36 

9 

Old  Sewage  Works 

9 

2 

Total 

. . 2733 

242 

* Carried  out  by  G.A.E.C.  or  private  contractor. 


Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips 


Table  5. 


Sewers  etc. 

Action  taken 

Result 

Test  baited,  prebaited,  and 
poisoned 

Barnwood  & Hucclecote 
Brockworth 

March,  May,  J nne,  October 
March,  May,  June,  October 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Newnliam 

March,  May,  June,  October 

Satisfactory 

Longford  Disposal  Works 

May  and  October 

Satisfactory 

Table  6. 


Refuse  Tips 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Walham 

Prebaited  and  poisoned- — 

Four  treatments 

Satisfactory 

Frampton-on-Severn 

Prebaited  and  poisoned — 

Two  treatments 

Satisfactory 

HOUSING  1958 


Number  of  houses  under  erection  during  the  year 


By  the  Council  : 

Westbury  on  Severn 
(Northwood  Green) 

Newnham  (Littledean  Road)  . . 


By  Gloucestershire  County  Council  : — 
Police  houses 
By  Private  Enterprise 


Traditional  . . . . 8 

(6  for  slum  clearance) 
Traditional  . . . . 16 

(11  for  slum  clear 
ance  and  4 for  old 
people) 

4 

. . . . . . . . 403 


Total 


, . 431 


Council  houses  under  construction 
Newnham  (Littledean  Road)  . . 

Frampton  on  Severn 


Churchdown  (Innsworth  Grove) 


Traditional  . . . . 4 

(1  for  slum  clearance) 
Traditional  . . 67 

(47  for  slum  clear- 
ance and  4 for  old 
people) 

Traditional  . . . . 246 

(Re-development 
scheme  to  replace 
M.A.P.  bungalows  at 
Churchdown) 


Total 


317 


Housing  scheme  under  consideration  : — 

Hucclecote 

(Hillview  Road  Estate)  ..  Traditional  ..  ..  15 

Private  enterprise  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December, 

1958  236 

Gloucestershire  County  Council  police  houses  under  construction 

at  31st  December,  1958  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  Council  houses  sold  to  tenants  in  1958  . . . . Nil 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  at  31st  December, 

1958  1900 

There  were  778  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  at  the 
end  of  1958  compared  with  577  at  the  end  of  1957. 

Housing  Progress 

Houses  erected  from  1st  April,  1945,  to  31st  December,  1958  : — 

By  the  Council  and  a local  Housing  Association  . . 1464 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . . . 2269 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . 3733 


Statutory  Action  during  the  year  with  respect 
to  totally  unfit  houses 

1.  Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  16— Demolition  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  demolition  orders  recommended  . . 12 

(b)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  . . . . . . 10 

(c)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  . . . . . . 2 

2.  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sections  16  and  18 — Closing  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  closing  orders  recommended  . . . . 19 

(b)  Number  of  closing  orders  made  . . . . . . 6 

(c)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  . . . . . . 13 
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3.  Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42— Clearance  Areas 

(a)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  or  Com- 

pulsory Purchase  areas 

(b)  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made 

during  year 

(c)  Clearance  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  under 

consideration 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Table  7. 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

Number 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

89 

203 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 
Provision  shops 

80 

15 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists. 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

89 

73 

Registered  under  S.16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955.  All  Ice  Cream 
sold  in  the  district  is  pre-packed. 

Butchers  Shops 

14 

76 

Six  shops  registered  under  S.16 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
Sausage  making. 

Fishmongers 

5 

9 

This  includes  fried  and  wet  fish. 

Bakehouses 

2 

6 

These  are  mostly  small  and  only 
supply  a small  proportion  of  the 
population. 

Licensed  Premises 

62 

71 

The  breweries  are  very  co-operat- 
ive in  carrying  out  improvements 
recommended. 

Dairies 

6 

57 

Registered  under  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  to  54. 

Wholesale  Premises 
(Food  Manufacture) 

2 

4 

Inspected  under  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955. 

Total 

349 

514 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  main  bulk  of  the  milk  produced  is  either  pasteurised  in  the 
City  of  Gloucester  or  processed  at  Messrs.  Cadbury’s  factory  at 
Frampton  on-Severn. 

The  general  supervision  of  dairy  farm  premises  and  milk  pro- 
duction is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Following  requests  by  Officers  of  the  Ministry,  advice  was  given 
in  a number  of  cases  regarding  the  improvement  of  milk  production 
premises.  No  action  by  this  Council  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954  with  regard  to  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  registration  and  licensing  as  shewn 
in  Tables  8 to  10. 


Table  8.  Issue  of  Licences  for  Milk  Dealers. 


Classification  of  Milk 

Dealers'  Licences 

Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

6 

22 

Pasteurised  ... 

4 

23 

Sterilised 

— - 

1 

Note. — Supplementary  licences  are  issued  to  dealers  who  distribute 
milk  from  premises  situated  outside  the  District. 


Table  9.  Retail  Milk  Sampling. 

Results  of  Examination 

Nature  of  Test  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Coliform  or  plate  count  (cleanliness)  *1  All  milk  sold  in  the  District 

Methylene  blue  (keeping  quality)  I is  subject  to  sampling  by 

Biological  (presence  of  Tb.  etc.)  f this  department  and  the 

Phosphatase  (efficiency  of  pasteurisation)  j County  Health  Department 


Table  10.  Milk  Registrations. 

Number  of  milk  distributors  registered  . . . . . . . . 29 

Number  of  dairy  premises  registered  (other  than  dairy  farms)  . . 6 


Anthrax  Order,  1938 

Eight  suspected  cases  in  cattle  were  notified  but  none  were 
confirmed. 


Bakehouses 

Bakehouses  at  the  following  places  were  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Frampton-on- Severn,  Newnham- on- Severn. 

Probably  well  over  90%  of  bread  consumed  in  the  area  is  pro- 
duced from  large  factories  located  outside  the  District. 
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Hygiene  in  Food  Premises 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 
Food  Hygiene  (Amended)  Regulations  1957 

Improvements  to  several  food  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  food  traders  have  continued  to  maintain  a high  stan- 
dard of  hygiene.  Wherever  possible,  advice  is  given  regarding  new 
food  premises  or  alterations  to  existing  ones  before  submission  of 
plans  for  approval  under  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws. 


MEAT 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS  1924-52 

Slaughterhouses 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  1958  and  there 
was  no  change  during  the  year. 

1.  Churchdown,  Chapel  Hay. 

2.  Eastington,  Alkerton  Place. 

3.  Fretherne-with-Saul,  Saul  Farm. 

4.  Haresfield,  Upper  Green  Farm. 

5.  Longford,  Field  Farm. 

6.  Minsterworth,  The  Flatt. 

7.  Newnham-on-Severn,  High  Street. 

8.  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon,  Yew  Tree  Farm. 

9.  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon,  Brickhouse  Farm. 

As  indicated  in  the  previous  report,  the  erection  of  a new 
private  slaughterhouse  at  Hempsted  was  begun  during  the  year. 
The  developers  are  co-operating  with  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment to  secure  a high  standard  of  construction  and  hygiene. 

One  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  is  used  for  the  slaughter  of 
cattle  which  have  reacted  to  the  tuberculin  test  under  the  Attested 
Herds  Scheme.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  supplied  with  par- 
ticulars of  the  post-mortem  findings  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Table  1 1 shows  little  change  in  the  number  of  cases  of  cysticer- 
cosis. 
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Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  A number  of 
vehicles  were  examined  and  some  improvements  were  noted. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-54 

Thirty-nine  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 


Table  11.  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  cendemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Exclu- 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

3136 

395 

454 

9321 

7484 

— 

— 

20790 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis 

3136 

395 

454 

9321 

7484 

20790 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

5 

4 

15 

11 

— 

— 

35 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

265 

191 

190 

160 

806 

culosis  and  cysticercosis 
Tuberculosis  only  : 

8-45% 

49-62% 

•88% 

2-19% 

2-27% 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

85 

103 

7 

167 

362 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

2-74% 

26-07% 

1 -54% 

2-28% 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

46 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

ment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally 

46 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

condemned 

' 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for  : — 

(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  9407  lb. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4818  lb. 

(iii)  Cysticercosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1035  lb. 

The  large  number  of  slaughterhouses  and  the  heavy  throughput 
entails  meat  inspection  at  all  hours  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
to  maintain  an  efficient  service,  and  100%  inspection  is  made. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops,  canteens  and 
individuals  suspect  that  articles  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. Table  12  shows  the  articles  of  food  condemned  during 
the  year. 


TaSsSe  12. 


Non-Preserved 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc. 

Article 

lb. 

lb. 

Meat 

— 

76 

Flour  and  Cereals 

— 

6 

Vegetables 

- — ■ 

— 

Fish 

Totals 

82  lbs. 

The  above  Table  does  not  include  meat  condemned  at  slaughter- 
houses which  is  shewn  in  Table  1 1 . 

Ice  Cream 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  District,  as  it  is  purchased 
pre-packed  from  wholesalers.  There  are  89  licenced  retailers  in 
the  District,  and  inspections  were  carried  out. 


AduSteration 

The  relevant  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


Table  13. 

1.  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
in 

Register 

No.  of 

In- 

spections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prose- 
cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

10 

27 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

81 

206 

13 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers). 

29 

32 

2 

Total 

120 

265 

15 

— 

Table  14. 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Nui 

mber  of  cases  where  defects 

were  found 

No.  of 

Cases  in 
which 
Prose- 
cutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 

rred 

to 

H.M.I. 

by 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— — 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Latrines  (S.7) 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

— - 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

- — - 

3 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 

Homework). 

9 

7 

— - 

8 

— 

Total 

15 

13 

— 

13 

— 
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TaSsSs  15.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of 
work 

Section  1 

10 

Se 

ction  1 1 1 

No.  out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list  as 
req’d. 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 

lists 

No.  prose- 
cutions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

Cases  of 
work  in 
Unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

(making) 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Tables  19-21  show  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
by  Parishes  and  age  groups. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a considerable  amount  of  measles 
which  affected  nearly  the  whole  District,  but  except  for  this,  the 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  slight. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  46  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  as  compared  with 
26  in  1957.  Even  so  the  incidence  of  this  disease  is  light  and  the 
disease  continues  to  be  mild  in  character. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified  and  none  have  been  since  1951. 

Whooping  Cough 

105  cases  were  notified,  an  increase  of  17  over  the  previous 
year.  There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease.  Children  were 
vaccinated  against  whooping  cough  either  at  child  welfare  centres 
or  by  family  doctors. 


Poliomyelitis 

Only  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred.  The  scope  of  vac- 
cination against  poliomyelitis  was  extended  in  accordance  with  the 
national  programme  and  offered  to  all  persons  under  26  as  well  as 
to  expectant  mothers  and  others  in  occupations  presenting  special 
risk.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  Gloucestershire  had  an  acceptance 
rate  of  67%  compared  with  55%  for  the  country. 
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Food  Poisoning 


There  were  no  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning,  which  reflects 
favourably  on  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  maintained  by  food 
traders  in  the  District. 
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Tallis  16 


School 

Average  No. 

on  Register 

Scarlet 

Fever 

j Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox 

Mumps 

'Flu 

Arlingham 

28 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ashleworth  . . 

22 

— 

6 

11 

7 

— 

1 

Barnwood 

172 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brockworth  C.E. 

18 

2 

2 

— 

17 

— 

— 

Brockworth  County  (Inf.) 

307 

— 

12 

— 

33 

58 

— 

Brockworth  County  (Jnr.) 

448 

3 

2 

1 

13 

15 

— 

Churchdown  Parton  Rcl. 

247 

7 

23 

1 

40 

1 

— 

Churchdown  Village 

491 

3 

5 

5 

92 

6 

— 

Churchdown  Sec.  Mod. 

948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Down  Hatherley 

38 

— 

1 

3 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

Eastington 

116 

— 

6 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

Elmore 

27 

1 

- — • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Frampton-on-Severn 

69 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

2 

- — • 

— 

Fretherne-with-Saul 

80 

— 

- — • 

24 

16 

— 

— 

Hardwicke  . . 

57 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Haresfield 

73 

• — - 

— 

■ 

22 



2 

Hempsted 

50 

2 

- — - 

- — - 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

Highnam 

54 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

— 

Hucclecote  Infants 

115 

- — - 

18 

5 

13 

3 

— 

Hucclecote  Junior 

202 

— 

2 

— 

— 

. 

— 

Innsworth  Primary 

282 

2 

29 

1 

11 

— 

— 

Longlevens  Junior 

656 

17 

114 

7 

1 

5 

— 

Longlevens  Sec.  Mod. 

576 

- — - 

— 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

— 

Longney 

37 

- — • 

— 

— 

- — 

- — ■ 

— 

Maisemore 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Minsterworth 

40 

— 



— 

— 

12 

6 

Newnham 

116 

— 

28 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Norton 

21 

- — - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quedgeley  . . 

403 

4 

1 

1 

6 

— 

— 

Sandhurst 

38 

- — - 

6 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

Standish 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tirley 

40 

- — • 

■ — - 

• — ■ 

- — - 

— 

— 

Twigworth  . . 

67 

— 

3 

— 

— 

33 

— 

Upton  St.  Leonards 

63 

- — • 

8 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Walmore  Hill 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Westbury-on-Severn 

54 

— 

■ 

— 

29 

1 

— 

Whitminster 

38 

1 

6 

2 

9 

“ 

Total 

6075 

42 

276 

54 

314 

142 

9 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Memoran- 
dum issued  by  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Education,  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  close  any  schools  because  of  Infectious 
Disease. 
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Table  17.  Hits  Table  shews  the  new  cases,  in-transfers  and  deaths  for 


Tuberculosis,  for  the  past  21  years. 


Year 

Pop. 

of 

District 

New  & 
I.T. 
Cases 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Deaths 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

1937 

22,840 

24 

1-0 

10 

0-43 

129 

5-7 

1938 

23,130 

31 

1-3 

19 

0-82 

130 

5-6 

1939 

1940 

No  An 

nual  Re 

port  fig 

ures  ava 

ilable 

1941 

1942 

32,100 

98 

3-0 

25 

0-79 

224 

6-9 

1943 

32,130 

58 

1-8 

22 

0-69 

276 

8-5 

1944 

32,210 

74 

2-3 

25 

0-78 

313 

9-7 

1945 

31,480 

53 

1-7 

11 

0-35 

203 

6-5 

1946 

31,550 

53 

1-7 

17 

0-54 

176 

5-6 

1947 

31,960 

63 

1-9 

15 

0-45 

205 

6-4 

1948 

33,540 

54 

1-6 

21 

0-62 

201 

6-0 

1949 

36,350 

65 

1-8 

16 

0-48 

205 

5-6 

1950 

35,640 

52 

1-5 

11 

0-39 

207 

5-7 

1951 

37,360 

64 

1-7 

17 

0-45 

212 

5-7 

1952 

38,370 

70 

1-8 

6 

0-15 

243 

6-3 

1953 

37,430 

51 

1-3 

8 

0-21 

220 

5-8 

1954 

39,140 

65 

1-6 

8 

0-20 

235 

6-0 

1955 

40,490 

75 

1-8 

3 

0-07 

274 

6-8 

1956 

41,770 

70 

1-7 

3 

0-07 

281 

6-7 

1957 

43,000 

65 

1-5 

3 

0-07 

293 

6-8 

1958 

42,820 

50 

1-2 

3 

0-12  'w 

293 

6-8 

Tablets.  Mew,  In  Transfer  cases,  Deaths  and  Number  remaining  on  the 

Register  on  31st  December,  1958. 


Respi 

ratory 

Men 
& C. 

inges 

N.S. 

Otl 

fori 

ler 

ms 

Total 

New  Cases 

In-Transfer  Cases  ... 

Deaths 

On  Register  31.12.58 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

10 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

16 

19 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

138 

120 

— 

— 

18 

17 

293 

Tuberculosis 


Three  people  died  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  sixteen  new 
cases  were  notified.  These  figures  illustrate  the  current  trend  of 
this  disease.  Modern  methods  of  treatment  have  brought  about  a 
remarkable  fall  in  the  deaths  but  new  cases  continue  to  occur. 
Tuberculosis  can  be  eliminated,  but  full  support  is  required  for 
such  preventive  measures  as  mass  radiography  and  B.C.G.  vac- 
cination which  is  offered  to  children  leaving  school. 

The  Council  play  their  part  in  rehousing  families  where  improved 
conditions  are  required  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 
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Tab!©  19.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  fey  Parishes. 
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Table  2D.  Notification  of  infectious  Diseases  by  Parishes. 

Southern  Area 


Table  21.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1953  by  Age  Groups. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1958 


Table  22  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  accordance 
with  the  abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World  Health  Organ- 
isation Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 


Table  22. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 



— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10.* 

(Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

11. 

( ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

2 

12. 

( ,,  ,,  breast  ... 

— 

5 

13. 

( ,,  ,,  uterus  ... 

— 

1 

14. 

(Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

20 

18 

15. 

(Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

• — - 

O 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

32 

41 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

45 

27 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

41 

63 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

9 

5 

23. 

Pneumonia 

17 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis 

15 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

o 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

29 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

7 

5 

35. 

Suicide 

5 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

“ 

~ 

Total 

262 

249 

Explanatory  Note. 

* Neoplasm  = Cancer. 


